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Shiver Me Timbers 

 
Description of Program: 

In honor of the 105th anniversary of Peter Pan (the play) debuting, here is a pirate filled program 

you can use to celebrate the event. If you have an active teen group at you library, you might 

consider recruiting them to perform a puppet play of Peter Pan to kick off this program 

 

Program Plans: 

 

 Fiction Books: 

 

    Peter Pan by J. M. Barrie (read sections) 

   The adventures of the three Darling children in Never-Never Land with  

   Peter Pan, the boy who would not grow up. 

 

    Tough Boris by Mem Fox 

   Everyone knows that pirates are mean.That that truth holds true 

for Borris the pirate. That is until one day his parrot dies and Borris  

  shows his gentler side. 

 

I, Crocodile by Fred Marcellino 

This is the story of a hungry crocodile with a big ego, who has been 

captured in Egypt and put an display in Paris. 

 

How I Became a Pirate by Melinda Long  

 When Jeremy Jacob meets Captain Brain Beard his eyes are 

opened to the pirate way of life. 

         

Edward and the Pirates by David McPhail 

 When Edward finally mastered the art of reading, all the doors  

to his imagination we opened and he found real pirates.  

 

   I’d Really Like to Eat a Child by Sylviane Donnio 

   One day Achilles (a very young crocodile) wakes up and decides  

he not longer wants to eat bananas. Instead he would very much 

 like to eat a child. 

  

 Non-Fiction Books:  

 Put up a nonfiction display of books about pirates and their history at sea. 

 Here are some suggested titles: 

 What if You Me a Pirate? by Jan Adkins 

 The History of Pirates: from Privateers to Outlaws by Allison Lassieur 

 How to Be a Pirate by John Malam 

 Pirates by John Matthews 
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Songs & Fingerplays: 

 I’m a Pirate! (Tune: I’m a Lumber Jack and I’m ok)  
Chorus: 

 I’m a pirate! That I be! 

 I sail me ship upon the sea! 

 I stay up late – till half past three! 

 And that’s a peg below me knee! 

 

 Verse 1 

 Yo Ho, my friends I have a tale 

 Of treasure, plunder, sea and sail 

 My story’s bigger than a whale 

 It gets so deep, ye’ll have to bail. 

  

 Chorus: 

 

 Verse 2 

 I like to fish, I like to fight 

 I like to stay up half the night 

 When I say ―starboard‖ ye go right! 

 Me ma, she says, ―Ye look a fright!‖ 

 

 Chorus: 

 

 Verse 3 

 I’ve got no hand but that’s me hook! 

 I pillage stuff but I’m no crook. 

 Me booty’s in this chest I took. 

 They’ll write about me in a book! 

  

 Chorus: 

 

 Verse 4 

 And that’s all there is to this song. 

 I hope it hasn’t been to long. 

 A pirate’s life might just be wrong. 

 So grow up nice and big and strong. 

 

 Chorus: 
 

  

 

 If You're a Pirate and You Know It (Tune: If Your Happy and You Know It) 

  It you're a pirate and you know it say "Ahoy" 

  If you're a pirate and you know it say "Ahoy" 

  If you're a pirate and you know it and you really wanna show it 

  If you're a pirate and you know it say "Ahoy" 

 

  If you're a pirate and you know it walk the plank . . . 

  If you're a pirate and you know it swab the deck . . . 

  If you're a pirate and you know it do all three . . . 
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 One-Eyed Jake 
 I’m One-Eyed Jake, the pirate chief 

 (cover one eye with hand as if covering eye with a patch) 

 A terrible, fearsome ocean thief 

 I have a peg upon my leg 

 (Stand on one leg) 

 I have a hook and a dirty look 

 (One arm in the air, curving hand into a hook shape—make exaggerated mean face) 

 I’m One-Eyed Jake, the pirate chief 

 A terrible, fearsome ocean thief.   

 

 Fierce Pirate 
 I’m a fierce pirate,  

 (Brandish sword or dagger) 

 

 Captain of my ship.  

 (Stand at attention)  

 

 I stride the deck  

 (Walk in place)  

 

 With hand on hip.  

 (Put hands on hips)  

 

 Our big black flag Shows a skull and cross bones.  

 (Hands over eyes, or look through telescope)  

 

 Everybody moans.  

 (Throw up hands and moan)  

 

 Out of the hold Dark and dank,  

 (Climb ladder with hands)  

 

 We bring the captive  

 (Hands together behind back)  

 

 Who walks the plank.  

 (Walk fingers of one hand off index finger of the other hand)  

 

 Without our gold and silver,  

 

 Away we go With many a SHOUT  

 (Cup hands around mouth)  

  

 And a YO-HO-HO!  

 (Say loudly)  
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Never Smile at a Crocodile (from the Peter Pan sound track) 

 Never smile at a crocodile  

 No, you can't get friendly with a crocodile  

 Don't be taken in by his welcome grin  

 He's imagining how well you'd fit within his skin.  

 

 Never smile at a crocodile  

 Never tip your hat and stop to talk a while  

 Never run, walk away  

 Say "Good night" not "Good day"  

 Clear the aisle and never smile at Mister Crocodile. 

 

 You may very well be well-bred  

 Lots of etiquette in your head  

 But there's always some special case  

 Time or place to forget etiquette.  

 

 Don't be rude, never mock  

 Throw a kiss, not a rock  

Clear the aisle and never smile at Mister Crocodile. 

 

 One Little Crocodile 

  One little crocodile out in the swamp, 

  Looking around to see what he could chomp. (slap hands together) 

  He snapped at the monkey (slap again)   

  But the monkey got away. 

  And the crocodile went home hungry that day. (hold tummy) 

 

  One little crocodile out in a swamp. 

  Looking around to see what he could chomp. (slap) 

  He snapped at a frog (slap), but the frog got away. 

  And the crocodile went home hungry that day. (hold tummy) 

 

  One little crocodile out in a swamp. 

  Looking around to see what he could chomp. (slap) 

  He snapped at a turtle (slap), but the frog got away. 

  And the crocodile went home hungry that day. (hold tummy) 

 

One little crocodile out in a swamp. 

  Looking around to see what he could chomp. (slap) 

  But all the little animals got away, and he didn’t catch a thing. 

  So he had to get his dinner from the Burger King. 
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Pirate Jokes: 
 The following jokes were found on: 

 http://www.olivekids.com/piratejokes.html 

 

 How much does it cost a pirate to get earrings? 

  A Buccaneer! 

 

 What is a pirates favorite kind of cookie? 

  Ships Ahoy! 

 

 How much did the pirate pay for his peg leg? 

  An arm and a leg! 

 

 Why did the pirate's phone go beep, beep, beep? 

  Because he left it off the hook. 

 

 Why are pirates so mean? 

  I don't know, they just ARRRRRE! 

 

 Why didn't the pirate get hungry on the desert island? 

  Because of all the sand which is there. 

 

 What do pirates like to eat? 

  BARRRRRbecue! 

  

 What do you get when you cross a pie and a rat? 

  A Pie Rat. 

 

 

 

Activities or Games (list & describe in detail): 

  

 Pirate Name: 

  As the participants arrive, have them create a pirate name tag to wear 

  during the program. Pirate names are typically three names long for  

  example: Long John Silvers, Blind Eyed Willie, etc . . . 

  Make up a sheet of paper with suggested words the kids could use.  

  (see attached sheet) 

 

 Crocodile Walk:   
  You will need: 

  Brown and Green construction paper 

  CD player 

   

  This game is played like musical chairs. Cut out 20 brown logs and 5 

  green crocodiles. Tape these on the floor in a circle. To start the game  

  have the children stand on either a log or a crocodile, when all the spots 

  are filled, start the music. Have the children walk around the circle, after they 

  move around it a couple of times, stop the music. The children that end up on  

  the crocodiles are out of the game. Then remove 5 of the brown logs and 1  

  crocodile, before you start the music again. Continue in this manner until you  
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  have one winner. 

 

 Crocodile Toss: 
  Draw a picture of a large crocodile head on a piece of sturdy cardboard. 

  Prop the head against a chair and secure it. Give the children bean bags to 

  ―feed‖ into his mouth. 

 

 Crocodile Versus Pirates 

 Play this like Red Rover game. Divide kids into two groups. One side is 

the crocodiles; the other is the pirates. Each group holds hands and forms a 

line, standing opposite of each other. One group calls out in unison to the 

opposite team: ―Crocodile, Crocodile or Pirate, Pirate let (someone’s 

name) come over.  

Treasure Hunt: 

Take a shoe box and decorate it like a treasure chest. Fill it with prizes to 

give away to the winners of this treasure hunt.   

Give the participants a list of items they must find in the library. These 

items can be anything from library brochures, titles of specific books, 

entries in the encyclopedia, etc. The first group with all the items gets their 

choice of prize from the treasure chest.  

 Pirate Slang: 

  Encourage participants to talk like a pirate throughout the program. 

  (see attached book mark template) 
 

Crafts: 

 Fairy Dust Necklace: 

 Supplies: 

  Miniature Glass Bottles with cork 

  Glitter or Colored Sand 

  Ribbon or Cord 

  Eyelet Screws 

 

 1. Use a piece of paper to funnel glitter or sand into bottle. 

 2. Cork the bottle and screw eyelet screw into cork. 

 3. Put ribbon through eyelet screw and tie. 

  

 Newspaper Pirate Hat: 

 Recycle your newspapers with this simple pirate hat craft. 

 Visit http://www.instructables.com/id/How-to-Build-your-own-Newspaper-Hat/  

 for step by step instructions. 

  

 Eye Patch: 

 Supplies: 

  Black Felt 

  Hole Puncher 

  Black Hat Elastic 

  Eye Patch Template 

 

 1. Trace eye patch template onto black felt. 
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 2. Cut out eye patches then punch one hole on each side of the eye patch. 

 3. Tie black hat elastic to each of the holes 

 

 Jolly Roger Flag: 

 Supplies: 

  Black Felt 

  White Paint 

  Jolly Roger Stencil  

  Glitter/Sequins (optional) 

  Tacky Glue 

 

 1. Cut black felt into flag shape. 

 2. Stencil on Jolly Roger with white paint and roller 

 3. Use tacky glue to add sequins or glitter to the flag. 

 

 Crocodile Puppet: 
 This is a really great and simple crocodile puppet  

 visit http://www.kckpl.lib.ks.us/YS/CRAFTS/Crocdile.htm  

 for instructions and templates. 

 

 Food: 

 Goldfish Crackers 

  

 Other: 

 Give out small bags of gold foil wrapped chocolate coins.  
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